
Report No: 

Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: Michael A. Hursh, General Manager 

15-148b 

May 25, 2016 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing to Extend District's Existing Parcel Tax on November 8, 2016 Ballot 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

Consider setting a public hearing on June 22, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. to extend the District's existing 
parcel tax at current levels with no increase for 20 years in Special District One (SDl) on the 
November 8, 2016 ballot. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

In November of 2008, AC Transit placed a parcel tax, Measure V V, on the ballot which was 
approved by 72% of the voters in SDl and provided a stable 10-year funding stream of 
approximately $29.5 million annually to support District operations and maintenance. This 
amount represents about 7% of the annual operating budget. Voters valued the public transit 
service that AC Transit provides enough to invest $96 annually per parcel through June 30, 2019. 
Measure V V funding was critical to the District's financial stability during the 2009/2010 
economic downturn and the ensuing 2010 service cuts which would have been even more 
devastating without this reliable consistent funding source. 

The Governor recently advised that he believes future economic conditions are uncertain in the 
May 2016 Budget Revision. Recent State Transit Assistance (STA) funding for operating 
assistance has decreased for the District over the last few years. Although the District receives 
revenues that are based on sales taxes, the levels of that funding can fluctuate greatly depending 
on the health of the economy. 

Poll Results 

The District strives to maintain a level of service that will provide the mobility that AC Transit 
riders need to get to school, work, and other destinations. A consistent funding stream would 
provide the reliability to offset economic uncertainties which could affect service levels. To gauge 
the public's interest in providing a reliable funding stream to support AC Transit's maintenance 
and operations, the District commissioned a telephone poll to gauge the likelihood of passing a 
measure to extend the existing Measure V V investment in public transit at the same levels with 
no increase for 20 years. 

Among the 604 likely voter respondents in SDl called during the last week of September, 2015, 
over 69% initially indicated their support of an extension of the existing Measure V Vat the same 
level with no increase. After more information, both positive and negative is heard, the polling 
indicates that 81% would support such a measure. Likely voter respondents in Special District 2 
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(SD2) did not reach the required two:-- thirds threshold of support for a parcel tax on the ballot 
in November of 2016. 

Direct Public Outreach 

AC Transit values the opinions of its constituents. From the beginning of this year, AC Transit 
staff has spoken to more than 400 constituents directly at over 35 community meetings to update 
the public on the District's current projects and programs. These meetings have occurred across 
the AC Transit service area. People are generally very interested in what AC Transit is doing. Over 
300 meeting participants completed surveys in which the largest number of respondents 
indicated high concern for keeping fares reasonable for those most in need, followed by a desire 
to maintain frequent bus service. AC Transit conducted a telephone town hall last month during 
which 5,646 people participated. During a short survey, callers indicated their top priority was 
providing mobility for those who need it. 

The polling, direct outreach, and telephone town hall indicate that the public values the service 
that AC Transit provides. The District continues to be a responsible steward of the public's trust. 
Staff recommends the extension of the current parcel tax at the same amount with no increase 
for a period of 20 years. 

Text of the Measure 

The proposed text of the measure to extend the current parcel tax in SDl is as follows: 

"To preserve essential local public transportation services, including those for 
youth, commuters, seniors, and people with disabilities, while keeping fares 
reasonable, shall the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District, extend its existing 8 
dollars per month parcel tax at current levels for 20 years with no increase in tax 
rate, raising approximately 30 million dollars annually, with independent oversight 
and all money spent locally?" 

Staff recommends proceeding with this ballot measure given the results of the likely voter poll in 
SDl which indicated initial likely voter approval at %69, and then %81 approval with voter 
education. These polling results exceed the two-thirds voter approval threshold. 

The Need for a Public Hearing 

The proposed measure is a special tax authorized under Public Utilities Code Section 25892.1. 
Government Code Section 50077 requires the District provide notice of and conduct a public 
hearing before it can adopt a resolution placing a special tax measure on the ballot. 

Included as Attachment A for the Board's consideration and approval is the text of the proposed 
public hearing notice. 

Under Board Policy No. 163, unless waived for good reason, the Board must designate the time 
and place for a public hearing 28 days in advance of the hearing. If the Board acts on May 25th 
and sets the public hearing for June 22nd, this requirement will be satisfied. 

The Election Schedule 
Included as Attachment B, is the election schedule for the November 8, 2016 election. 
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The measure and request for consolidation must be submitted to the Board of Supervisors no 
later than August 12, 2016. 

Arguments on the measure must be submitted by August 19, 2016 and rebuttal arguments must 
be submitted by August 26, 2016. 

If more than one argument for or against the measure is submitted, then the order of preference 
is governed by Elections Code §9166 as follows: (a) The board of supervisors, or member or 
members of the board authorized by the board; (b) the individual voter, or bona fide association 
of citizens, or combination of voters and associations, who are the bona fide sponsors or 
proponents of the measure; (c) bona fide associations of citizens; or (d) individual voters who are 
eligible to vote on the measure. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

The current parcel tax provided $29,577,504 in revenue for SDl during the last fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2015. The future measure would generate approximately $30 million annually for the 
next 20 years. 

Staff has spoken to the Alameda and Contra Costa County Registrar of Voters Offices to gauge 
the estimated costs for adding the parcel tax measure to the ballot. These costs are in addition 
to the costs for the general election. The total cost estimate for adding the parcel tax measure 
could amount to approximately $1.5 million, including typesetting and translation costs in 
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. Staff has requested this amount be budgeted in the FY 16-
17 budget for a parcel tax election. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

The historically higher voter turnout during Presidential election cycles speaks to the advantage 
of AC Transit placing this measure on the November 2016 ballot. The presumed 2016 
Presidential candidates are known at this time, and there are indications that significant 
resources will be expended to encourage a high amount of voters to exercise their civic right to 
participate. The investment spending in the Presidential contest decreases the resources AC 
Transit will need to direct toward public education to increase the awareness of the November 
2016 election. The environment may not be as favorable toward an AC Transit parcel tax 
extension in the future. 

The disadvantages of placing the AC Transit measure on the November 2016 ballot include the 
possibility of an overwhelmed electorate, which feels besieged, due to numerous competing 
local and state funding requests in the form of sales taxes, parcel taxes, income taxes, bonds, 
and other levies that could result in most measures failing up and down the ballot. Those failures 
could include other measures that would also benefit AC Transit. 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: 

The District could consider extending the parcel tax in June or November of 2018, prior to the 
sunset date of June 30, 2019. However, if the District waits until that time to seek an extension 
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of this measure, the environment may not be as favorable as current polling indicates, thus 
risking future revenues. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTION/POLICIES: 

GC Memo 04-233b 

GC Memo 08-160b 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Draft Public Hearing Notice 
2. Election Timetable 

Approved by: Beverly Greene, Director of Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 

Reviewed by: Claudia A. Allen, Chief Financial Officer 
Denise Standridge, General Counsel 

Prepared by: Beverly Greene, Director of Legislative Affairs & Community Relations 
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Alameda-Con t ra Costa Transit District 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

DRAFT 

CONSIDERATION OF THE ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION TO PLACE A MEASURE TO EXTEND THE LEVY OF 
A PARCEL TAX IN SPECIAL TRANSIT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE ON THE NOVEMBER 8, 2016 BALLOT 

Notice is hereby given that the AC Transit Board of Directors will hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
June 22, 2016, at 5:00 p.m. at the Emeryville City Council Chambers located at 1333 Park Avenue in 
Emeryville, California. The subject of the public hearing is the consideration of a resolution to place on 
the November 8, 2016 ballot a measure to extend the District's existing parcel tax at current levels in 
Special Transit District Number One for 20 years, with an independent fiscal oversight committee and all 
money staying in District One. In general, Special Transit District Number One includes the area from the 
City of Richmond in the North to the southern boundary of the City of Hayward, including unicorporated 
territory within this general area. 

At the publ ic hearing, the Board of Directors will review a proposed resolution and receive any public 
comments. For more information, go to www.actransit.org/publ ic-hearings. 

Your Comments Are Invited 

Public Comment is invited either in writing or at the public hearing scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 22, 2016, at at the Emeryville City Council Chambers located at 1333 Park Avenue in 
Emeryville, California .. Comments provided by voicemail may be submitted at the numbers listed below 
and written comments may be submitted by letter, facsimile or e-mail prior to the hearing, but must be 
received no later 12:00 Noon on Wednesday, June 22, 2016 in order to be provided to the Board for 
consideration prior to the hearing. Written and voicemail comments will receive the same attention as 
verbal comments received at the hearing. Please address written comments to the AC Transit Board of 
Directors, 1600 Franklin Street, Oakland, California, 94612; by facsimile at (510) 891-7157; by email to 
districtsecretary@actransit .org; by voicemail at (510) 891-7201. For Spanish-language comments, call 
(510) 891-7291; and for Chinese-language comments, call (510) 891-7292. 

Meeting site is wheelchair accessible. 

Spanish and Chinese interpreters will be available at the hearing. Upon request, a sign language 
interpreter or a foreign language interpreter for languages other than those mentioned in this notice will 
be present at the hearing. Please contact the District Secretary's Office at (510) 891-7201 by Thursday, 
June 16, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., to make arrangements. For TDD for hearing impaired, call 711, California 
Relay Service, and specify (510) 891-4700. 

Transit to the Hearing Site 

AC Transit Lines F, 26 and 31, as well as Emery-Go-Round Hollis and Powell routes stop within walking 
distance of the public hearing site. Line F connects with Ashby BART, Line 26 with West Oakland and 12th 
Street BART, and Line 31 serves West Oakland, 12th Street and MacArthur BART stations. The Emery-Go
Round serves the MacArthur BART station . For trip-planning, visit www.actransit.org or call 511 (and 
say, "AC Transit"). 

Please do not wear scented products to the meeting. 
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Days Before Election 
July6~016 
(E-125) 

July 11, 2016 
(E-120) 

July 18 to August 12, 2016 
(E-113 to E-88) 
August 12, 2016 
(E-88) 

August 13 to August 17, 2016 
(E-87 to E-83) 

August 18, 2016 
(E-82) 

-
August 19, 2016 
(E-81) 

August 26, 2016 
(E-74) 

August 27 to september 6, 2016 
(E-73 to E-63) 

September 12 to October 25, 2016 
(E-57 to E-14) 

October 10, 2016 
(E-29) 

October 24, 2016 
- ------

(E-15) 
·------

November 1, 2016 
(E-7) 

- -November 8, 2016 
(E-0) 
December 8, 2016 
(E+30) 

(•5) After Official Canvass 

Statt Reoort 15-148b Attachment 2 

SPECIAL DISTRICT ELECTION TIMETABLE 
November 8, 2016 General Election 

Action Taken By Objective 
District · Last day to file the Notice of Election with the Registrar or Voters. The notice Shall bear the District Secretary's signarure and district seal. 

District Secretary 

Registrar of Voters 

District 

Registrar of Voters 

SecretaJy of state 

District 

District 

Registrar of Voters 

Registrar of Voters 

Registrar of Voters 

Registrar of Voters 

Registrar of Voters 

Registrar of Voters 

Registrar of Voters 

The district shall send a copy to the county board of supeivisors' office and shall contain the following infonnation: (1) The elective office 
to be filled and the names of the incumbents. (2) The candidate requirements/qualification for each office. (3) Whether the seat is at
large, by district, or ward. (4) Whether the District or the candidate is to pay for the publication of Candidate's statement (5) A map 
showing the boundaries of each seat. 

ne Vote Procedure: If governing body desires to resolve possible tie vote by conduct of a special runoff election rather than by lot. 
governing body must adopt such provision not less than 40 nor more than 125 days after certification of the election. 

District Policies: Last day for the governing boaltl of DistrldS to adopt or revise resolution of policies for 131dKlate statements. 

Nomination Period: candidate filing documents can be obtained Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM. to 5:00 P.M. 

Last Day to Request Consolidation of Bection: Resolution ~ c:onsolidalion v.flh stlteWlde eledion must be filed no later tha1 
this date with the Board of Supervisors. This indudes resolution to place. local measures on state election ballot A copy of the resolution 
must also be filed with the Registrar of Voters on or before this date. ----------~~-----------Extension Period: If the incumbent does not file a Dedaration of candidacy by the end of the nomination period, the seat will be 
extended for 5 calendar days. 

Random Alphabet Drawing: The drawing is lo determi'le the order in \Wiich the candidates' names will appear on the ballot. 

Last day for Submission of Direct Arguments for a measure [If any) lo the Registrar of Voters Office. (300 word limit) 

Last day for Submission of Rebuttal Arguments for a measure (lf any) to the RegiStrar of Voters Office. (250 word limit) 

Public Examination Period: The public has 10 days to inspect materials to be submitted for printing. 

Write-in Period: Filing documents for Write-in caidclates can be oblali1ed Monday ttrotqi Friday, 8:30 AM to 5:00 P.M. 

First day of mailing Vote by Mail Ballots and First Day of Ear1y Voting in Registrar of Voters office. 

Last day to register to vote for the November 8, 2016 General Election. 

Last day to apply for a Vote by Mail Ballot: Applications must be received by our office no later than 5:00 P.M. 

Bection Day: Polls open from 7:00 AM. to 8:00 P.M: 

Certified Results: No later than this date, the Registrar shall prepare a certified statement of the results and submit it to the governing 
body. 

Deadline for voters to file a request for a recou,t is 5 days after the Registrar signs the Official Canvass. 

'When a dNdlin~ falls on a weekend or hoUday. 1M dNdliM is extffl<Md to ti.. foll-ing busiMss day. 

Code Sections 
EC§10403 
EC§10509 
EC§10514 
EC§10522 

EC§10551 
EC§15651 

EC§13307 

EC§10603 

EC§10403 

EC§8022 
EC§8024 
EC§8204 

EC§13112 

EC§9500-9502 

EC§9504 

EC§9509 

EC§8600-8605 

EC§3001 

EC§2107 

EC§3001 

EC§15301 
EC§15372 

EC§15620 
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Survey of Likely Voters
A.C. Transit Service District 1

Report for A.C. Transit Board
May 25, 2016



Survey Results 
Summary
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• The survey indicates that the public supports extending A.C. 
Transit’s $8 per month parcel tax for an additional 20 years.

• Support for the measure is consistent with support for A.C. 
Transit’s earlier ballot measures.

Key Survey Findings

Methodology: Telephone survey of a representative sample of 607 likely November 
2016 voters in A.C. Transit Service District 1. Margin of error ± 4.0 percentage points. 
Interviewing conducted May 9 – 18, 2016, in English, Spanish, and Chinese. Please 
note that due to rounding, some percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.
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To preserve essential local public transportation services, including 
those for youth, commuters, seniors, and people with disabilities, 
while keeping fares reasonable, shall the Alameda-Contra Costa 

Transit District (A.C. Transit) extend its existing $8 per month parcel 
tax at current levels for 20 years with no increase in tax rate, 

raising approximately $30,000,000 annually, with independent 
oversight and all money spent locally?

Ballot Question
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Initial Vote

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

Yes, Approve
73%

No, Reject
17% Undecided

10%

0%

67%

Nearly three out of four are supportive of a 20 year extension to A.C. Transit’s $8 per 
month parcel tax.
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Comparison of Polling and Prior Election Outcomes

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

Support for the extension measure is consistent with prior election outcomes.

68% 73% 72% 73%

10%
32% 28% 28%

17%

0%

67%

Nov 2002
Measure AA

$24/year
5 years

Nov 2004
Measure BB
+$2/month
+10 years

Nov 2008
Measure VV
+$4/month
+10 years

May 2016
Poll

Continue $8/month
+20 years

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject



AC Transit Survey 2016 EMC 16-6016 | 7

73%
80%

72% 71% 69% 73%
67%

79%

10%

13%

9% 10% 9%
12%

12%

4%

17%
7%

19% 19% 22%
15%

21% 17%

0%

67%

Overall 18-34
(22%)

35-49
(24%)

50-64
(31%)

65+
(23%)

Low
Propensity,

0-3/6
(52%)

Medium
Propensity,

4-5/6
(25%)

High
Propensity,

6/6
(23%)

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject

Initial Vote by Age & Vote Propensity

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

With strong support from younger voters, November’s high-turnout election is a good 
environment for this measure.
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Vote after Information
Support for the measure is consistent, rising to 84% with education and returning to 74% 

with information critical of the measure.

Q6/34/35. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

73%
84%

74%

10%

4%

6%

17% 11%
20%

0%

67%

Initial vote After education After critical information

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject



Full Survey Report
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Please note that due to rounding, some 
percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.

Survey Methodology
• Telephone survey of a representative sample of likely November 

2016 voters in A.C. Transit Service District 1

• Interviews conducted in English, Spanish, and Chinese

• Interviewing May 9 – 18, 2016, by trained professional 
interviewers

• 607 interviews conducted in A.C. Transit Service District 1; 
margin of error ± 3.98 percentage points. 

• Where possible, results compared against prior voter surveys 
from 2009, 2012, 2014, and 2015 in A.C. Transit Service District 
1.
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AC Transit District Map

Special Transit 
Service District 

2

Special Transit 
Service District 

1



Issue Environment
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Direction of The Community

Q4. Do you think things in your community are generally going in the right direction, or do 
you feel that things are pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

43%

53%
57%

63%
59%

42% 37%

30%
26% 25%

2009 2012 2014 2015 2016

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100% Right Direction

Wrong Track

The mood of the electorate remains largely positive.
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Need for Funding

27%

30%

26%

31%

28%

35%

36%

32%

32%

39%

6%

6%

7%

9%

7%

9%

7%

11%

10%

7%

23%

21%

23%

19%

18%

2016

2015

2014

2012

2009

Great need Some need Little need No need (Don't know)

Q5. As you may know, you live in the AC Transit District. AC Transit runs the public bus 
system in your area. Would you say that AC Transit has a great need for additional funding, 
some need, a little need or no real need for additional funding? 

Six in ten voters believe A.C. Transit has at least some need for additional funding.



Measure Support
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To preserve essential local public transportation services, including 
those for youth, commuters, seniors, and people with disabilities, 
while keeping fares reasonable, shall the Alameda-Contra Costa 

Transit District (A.C. Transit) extend its existing $8 per month parcel 
tax at current levels for 20 years with no increase in tax rate, 

raising approximately $30,000,000 annually, with independent 
oversight and all money spent locally?

Ballot Question
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Initial Vote

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

Yes, Approve
73%

No, Reject
17% Undecided

10%

0%

67%

Nearly three out of four are supportive of a 20 year extension to A.C. Transit’s $8 per 
month parcel tax.
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STSD 1 Comparison of Polling and Vote Outcomes

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

Support for the measure is very close to prior election outcomes.

68% 73% 72% 73%

10%
32% 28% 28%

17%

0%

67%

Nov 2002
Measure AA

$24/year
5 years

Nov 2004
Measure BB
$2/month
+10 years

Nov 2008
Measure VV
$4/month
+10 years

2016 D1 Poll
No increase
+20 years

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject
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73%
80%

72% 71% 69% 73%
67%

79%

10%

13%

9% 10% 9%
12%

12%

4%

17%
7%

19% 19% 22%
15%

21% 17%

0%

67%

Overall 18-34
(22%)

35-49
(24%)

50-64
(31%)

65+
(23%)

Low
Propensity,

0-3/6
(52%)

Medium
Propensity,

4-5/6
(25%)

High
Propensity,

6/6
(23%)

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject

Initial Vote by Age & Vote Propensity

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

With strong support from younger voters, November’s high-turnout election is a good 
environment for this measure.
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73% 69%
75% 76%

60%
69%

10%
9%

11% 8%

14%

13%

17% 22%
14% 16%

26%
18%

0%

67%

Overall Male
(45%)

Female
(55%)

Democrat
(65%)

Republican
(9%)

NPP/Other
(26%)

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject

Initial Vote by Gender & Party

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

Women and Democrats are more supportive of the measure.
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77%
70%

76%
67%

9%
14%

12%

9%

14% 17% 12%
24%

0%

67%

Ride both AC and BART
(26%)

Ride AC Transit only
(7%)

Ride BART only
(30%)

Neither AC or BART rider
(37%)

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject

Initial Vote by Ridership

Q6. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

Transit riders are more supportive of the measure than non-riders.



Funding Priorities & 
Measure Elements
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Priorities

Q7-22. Do you support or oppose this element of the ballot measure?

85%

84%

76%

76%

75%

8%

9%

16%

15%

17%

1%

1%

1%

3%

1%

6%

6%

7%

6%

7%

93% / 6%

93% / 6%

92% / 7%

91% / 7%

92% / 7%

Keep fares reasonable for
seniors and the disabled

Protect transportation
services for seniors and the

disabled

Keep fares reasonable for
youth

Protect transportation
services for youth

Maintain frequent bus service

Strongly
support

Somewhat
support

(Don't know) Oppose Support/Oppose

Protecting transportation services and keeping fares reasonable for seniors, the disabled, 
and youth are top priorities.
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Priorities (continued)

Q7-22. Do you support or oppose this element of the ballot measure?

73%

73%

72%

71%

16%

19%

20%

20%

2%

2%

1%

2%

9%

6%

7%

7%

89% / 9%

92% / 6%

92% / 7%

91% / 7%

Improve bus service reliability
and on-time performance

Protect essential local public
transportation services

Keep fares reasonable for
commuters

Protect transportation
services for commuters

Strongly
support

Somewhat
support

(Don't know) Oppose Support/Oppose

Transit services and reasonable fares for commuters are also important.
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Measure Elements

Q7-22. Do you support or oppose this element of the ballot measure?

74%

56%

53%

49%

47%

45%

42%

17%

26%

30%

30%

32%

33%

36%

2%

6%

6%

11%

4%

6%

7%

2%

6%

4%

4%

9%

6%

6%

5%

5%

8%

6%

8%

9%

10%

91% / 8%

82% / 12%

82% / 12%

79% / 10%

79% / 17%

79% / 15%

77% / 15%

Require money be spent locally

Require an independent oversight
committee

Raise approximately $30,000,000 annually

Be used to meet the District’s federal local 
match requirements 

Last for 20 years

Continue the existing $8 per parcel per
month tax for AC Transit

Continue the existing $96 per parcel per
year tax for AC Transit

Strongly
support

Somewhat
support

(Don't know) Somewhat
oppose

Strongly
oppose Support/Oppose

Three-quarters of voters strongly support requiring money from this measure be spent 
locally.
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Public Transit and Taxes

Q23-24. Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree 
with the statement?

50%

25%

29%

15%

1%

2%

9%

26%

10%

32%

79% / 19%

40% / 58%

It is crucial to have high
quality public transit, even

if it means raising taxes

Taxes are already high
enough, I'll vote against
any tax increase on the

ballot

Strongly
Agree

Somewhat
Agree

(No Opinion
/Don't Know)

Somewhat
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree Agree/Disagree

Eight in ten voters believe high quality transit is worth raising taxes.



Education Themes
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Education Themes

Q25-33. After each statement, please tell me how convincing it is as a reason to vote yes 
for the measure. Please use a scale from 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all convincing and 7 
means a very convincing reason to vote yes on the measure. 

64%

56%

62%

49%

53%

26%

33%

27%

36%

31%

90%

89%

88%

85%

84%

This measure allows AC Transit to preserve essential transportation
services for our most vulnerable populations, including low-income

families, seniors, and people with disabilities.

This measure allows AC Transit to keep fares reasonable for all
riders, including youth, seniors, people with disabilities, and

commuters.

This measure allows thirty thousand school children per day to
continue to take AC Transit buses to school at reduced fares.

This measure allows AC Transit to continue to replace old, out of
date buses with clean, efficient, modern buses, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and improving local air quality.

This measure allows AC Transit to continue buying buses from a
factory right here in Hayward, supporting the local economy and

providing jobs right here in the Bay Area.

7 - Very convincing 5-6 Total convincing

Additional information about protecting transportation services for vulnerable 
populations, keeping fares reasonable, and school programs inform support for the 

measure.
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Education Themes (continued)

Q25-33. After each statement, please tell me how convincing it is as a reason to vote yes 
for the measure. Please use a scale from 1 to 7, where 1 means not at all convincing and 7 
means a very convincing reason to vote yes on the measure. 

46%

46%

47%

36%

37%

37%

33%

41%

83%

83%

81%

78%

This measure allows AC Transit to continue to get millions in
federal matching dollars for investment in clean bus technology

and service improvements.

This measure allows AC Transit to continue improving
transportation services for everyone in the East Bay, providing a

reliable and usable alternative to driving on our crowded freeways
or packing into overstuffed BART trains.

This measure requires independent oversight to ensure the money
continues to be used only to preserve and improve transportation

services in the East Bay.

This measure preserves dedicated local funding for transportation
services, no matter what happens with the State budget or the

economy.

7 - Very convincing 5-6 Total convincing

Other themes have narrower appeal.



AC Transit Survey 2016 EMC 16-6016 | 30

“Some people say we should not support this AC Transit tax extension 
measure. A.C. Transit got additional funding from Alameda County’s 
recent sales tax increase, and they are about to get even more money 
from a similar measure in Contra Costa County. Also, with BART asking 
taxpayers for billions of dollars to repair their failing system, as well as 
other measures to increase our taxes expected from the state and many 
cities including Oakland, this is just a bad time to be voting on a measure 
for A.C. Transit.”

Critical Statement
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Vote after Information
Support for the measure is consistent, rising to 84% with education and returning to 74% 

with information critical of the measure.

Q6/34/35. If this measure were on the ballot today, would you vote “Yes” to approve this 
measure, or “No” to reject it? 

73%
84%

74%

10%

4%

6%

17% 11%
20%

0%

67%

Initial vote After education After critical information

Yes, Approve Undecided No, Reject
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Contact

Sara LaBatt
510-550-8924

sara@emcresearch.com

Travis Bunner
614-827-9671

travis@emcresearch.com

Alex Evans
510-550-8920

alex@emcresearch.com
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